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Confucianism, does not appear, nor sovereigns who proved the
ruin of their dynasties. Success seems to be the chief considera-
tion ensuring a place. The second and greatest of the reigning
line laid it down as a rule for his canon-makers that the character
of the sovereigns whom they admitted was not to be too critically
examined,

Thus the entire silence of the religion of China with regard to
the future of the bad is an unsatisfactory feature in it. The only
evil issue of an evil course which it intimates, and that not very
distinctly, is to be excluded from sharing in the sacrifices to the
dead, the force of which as a motive to virtuous conduct I am
unable to appreciate.

I have done, having fulfilled the task which I undertook as
well as I am able at present to attain to. I think you will judge
of Confucius pretty much as I do. His appearance well deserves
to be commemorated as an era in the history of his nation; and
whatever there is of good and strength in it is mainly due to him.
That there is no little of both may safely be inferred from the
long continuance of its national history and the growth of its
population. It is what it is, politically, socially, and morally,
through the teachings of its Sage. It would have been better if
those had been allowed to have the sole occupancy of it. But
T&oism before Confucius and since, and Buddhism since our first
century, have been sowing their tares in it. I say so with defer-
ence to those who think more highly of those systems than I am
able to do. And now in this later time our religion, our
commerce, our science and arts, our manners and customs, have
all found their way to the empire. Will it be to improve and
regenerate it, or to weaken and ruin it ? The former will be the
case if we act to it according to the golden rule of Confucius,
and dp to the Chinese as ^ e would have them do to us, and
according to the still loftier maxim of L&o-tsze, and overcome
their evil by our good. I look forward to the future qf China
with considerable anxiety, but with more of hope.